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My sense is that they do not want to
come forward with proposals because
they are not sincere, to be quite hon-
est. | do not believe they are sincere. If
they were sincere they would come for-
ward with these proposals. But the fact
that they have not raises serious
doubts as to their sincerity in their ef-
forts. | hope | am wrong but, as of right
now, | think the facts show | am right.
I think the American people should
start asking themselves what type of
administration, what philosophy of
Government allows the executive
branch to agree to a 7-year timeframe
for reaching a balanced budget but re-
fuses to come forward and define how
they are going to get to that balanced
budget? What is the philosophy of an
administration that does that?

I do not believe it is a philosophy
that is sincerely committed to a bal-
anced budget. | believe it is a philoso-
phy that is more involved in the poli-
tics of the issue than the substance of
the issue. That is the problem. We can-
not afford, as a nation, any longer to
be involved in the politics. We need to
be involved with the substance of the
balanced budget. In order to get in-
volved in the substance, we need to
have this administration come forward
and state specifically how it intends to
get to a balanced budget in 7 years. We
have done it. The reason we have done
it is because we understand that, if this
is not accomplished, and not accom-
plished at this time, at this moment in
history where the opportunity is so
ripe, that we may not have a chance at
any later date to do it again. And, if we
do not do it now, if we do not put in
place now the decisions that are nec-
essary to change the spending patterns
of this Government in the outyears so
we reduce its rate of growth—we are
not talking about cutting the Federal
Government, we are talking about re-
ducing its rate of growth. In fact, in
the Medicare area we are talking about
adding $349 billion of new spending to
Medicare and allowing it to grow at a
rate that actually exceeds what the
President projected in one of his budg-
ets that he sent up.

But, if we do not make the changes
necessary to reduce the rate of growth
in the Federal Government and make
those changes now by changing the
programs which drive spending, specifi-
cally the entitlement programs, then
we are going to end up, as a nation,
passing on to our children a country
that is bankrupt. That is an extremely
cynical act to have occur at the time
when all the parties have formally
stated that they are opposed to having
that occur. That is the irony of this.
All the parties have now formally stat-
ed they are willing to reach a balanced
budget. Yet one of the parties has been
unwilling to state how it is going to
get there. Thus, you have to question
their sincerity.

The fact is, if we do not do this now,
if we do not make these changes now
which accomplish a balanced budget—
and we do not have to follow the plan
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laid out by the Republicans. We would
be happy to see a plan from the other
side of the aisle, specifically from the
administration, or a joint plan worked
out. But we need to have the facts from
the administration first and the pro-
posals from the administration first. If
we do not follow such a plan and put
such a plan in place now, we are not
going to be able to accomplish it.

Mr. President, | ask for an additional
minute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GREGG. We are not going to be
able to accomplish what is that over-
riding, absolutely essential goal which
is that we get this budget in balance so
our children have a nation which is sol-
vent.

So, as we move down this road, rec-
ognizing there is a tremendously large
amount going on in this world today
which distracts the attention of Ameri-
cans, recognizing our first concern and
interest must be for our soldiers who
are going into Bosnia, | do hope we will
not lose focus on the fact that the fu-
ture of our children is being decided
today on the issue of whether we get to
a balanced budget. We are not going to
be able to get from here to there unless
this administration starts putting for-
ward some honest proposals.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

COOPERATION

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, we have
been treated in the Senate with a dis-
cussion by Senator THOMAS, Senator
INHOFE, Senator COVERDELL, Senator
ABRAHAM, Senator HUTCHISON, Senator
GREGG, and | assume there will be
more, who come to the Senate, among
other things to question the sincerity
of those on the Democratic side, and
especially the President, about wheth-
er or not we are interested in a bal-
anced budget. In fact, one of the speak-
ers this morning said that he felt that
the President was hiding in Europe, |
believe that was the term he used,
““hiding out” in Europe.

It is not the kind of thoughtful dis-
cussion that would advance a spirit of
cooperation, to do the right thing for
this country, to see a parade of people
coming to the floor of the Senate, ques-
tioning the sincerity of people on the
other side. It is certainly not thought-
ful. But, rather, it is thoughtless for
anyone to come here and suggest that
what the President is doing at this
point in Europe—dealing with the issue
of peacekeepers in Ireland, and so on—
is that the President is hiding out. |
did not intend to come to the floor to
speak on this issue today.

THE BUDGET NEGOTIATIONS

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, | have
been asked to be one of the negotiators
in the budget negotiations. So | and
Senator EXON, representing the Demo-
cratic side in the budget negotiations,
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are spending a lot of time and will
spend a great deal of time on this issue.
I do not need, nor do | think the Presi-
dent nor anyone else needs, to have
their sincerity questioned about
whether or not they want a balanced
budget. | believe it is in this country’s
interest to have a balanced budget. |
believe that is a goal that represents a
legitimate and important goal for this
country. It is one goal. There are oth-
ers.

Do we care and should we do some-
thing about making sure we have the
best schools in the world? Yes. That is
another goal. Do we care that we have
clean air and clean water and a decent
environment in the country? Yes. That
is a third goal. Do we care whether
low-income senior citizens have access
to health care? Do we care whether
children have access to good nutrition?
Do we care whether poor children have
access to health care? Those are other
goals. It is not a case where there is
only one goal in this country. We have
a number of goals we must meet.

It is true the Republicans put to-
gether a plan. It is also true that plan
is dead, gone. The President will veto
it. There are 34 people who will sustain
the veto. And that plan does not exist
at that point. Then what is true is
Democrats and Republicans sit down at
the table and decide together, how do
we balance the budget in 7 years? That
is going to take a substantial amount
of effort and good will. And it is not
just how do you balance the budget in
7 years, but it is how do you do that in
a responsible way for the long-term in-
terests of this country?

Those who paraded in here this morn-
ing had a plan that would balance the
budget in 7 years by, among other
things, providing—let me give you a
couple of little examples—that we re-
peal most of the alternative minimum
tax for corporations so 2,000 corpora-
tions will get $7 million each in tax
breaks because of the reduction in the
alternative minimum tax. | do not
know whether everyone who voted for
that knew that was in there. But those
who voted for it and believe that
should happen do no service to this
country. That is not good public pol-
icy.

)Ilwonder whether those who voted for
this plan they are so proud of under-
stand that what they did was increase
the tax incentive for people to close
down their plants in America and move
their jobs overseas. That is in the plan.
It says, by the way, if you do that, we
will give you a bigger tax benefit. Just
move the American jobs you have over-
seas and we will give you a benefit. | do
not know whether anybody is proud of
that or whether they want to come
here and boast that was in their plan.

There are a series of very large policy
areas that we must address—Medicare,
Medicaid, education, environment, and
others. On the issue of Medicare, the
majority party plan, which is now
going to be dead when the President
vetoes it, calls for $270 billion in budget
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